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Heat presses down on the courtroom. Spectators fan themselves with programs 
and newspapers. Foster Hailey sits on the stand. 

HAILEY 
My name is Foster Hailey. I am a student at the university and a reporter for the 
Daily Missourian. 

HULEN 
What did you see and hear at the jail on the night of the lynching? 

HAILEY 
Once the mob cut through the grate to the colored section, I found a high perch 
overlooking Mr. Scott's cell. I saw Mr. Barkwell telling others that Mr. Scott was 
inside. 

HULEN A
nd then?

HAILEY 
A man brought forwards a blowtorch and began to cut away the locking 
mechanism of Mr. Scott's jail cell. 

HULEN 
And did you see Barkwell handling the torch? 

HAILEY 
Well, sir, that depends on what you mean by handling. Another man was operating 
the torch, but then some fellow cut the hose and tried to carry the tank away. 
At first no one could get the torch working again, but then Mr. Barkwell started 
monkeying with the gas tank. And after he got done, they were able to light the 
torch again, and they cut their way into the cell. 

HULEN 
Thank you, Mr. Hailey. (to judge) Nothing further your honor. Hulen sits and 
Congressman Major rises to cross examine.
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MAJOR 
"Monkeying with the tank," Mr. Hailey? Monkeying? What exactly do you mean by 
"monkeying"? Could you actually see what the man you supposed to be Mr. 
Barkwell did to the tank? 

HAILEY 
Well, no sir. But I assumed he was fixing it. 

MAJOR 
And did he have any tools in his hands? 

HAILEY 
No, sir, none that I could see. 

MAJOR 
So you assumed a man with no tools was repairing an acetylene tank, despite 
never witnessing what he actually did? No further questions, your honor. 

He sits. 

HULEN 
Redirect, your honor? 

The judge nods. Hulen rises. 

HULEN 
To be clear, Mr. Hailey—the equipment wasn't working before Barkwell touched 
it. You watched him work on it. And afterward, it functioned again. You drew a 
logical conclusion. Correct? 

HAILEY 
Yes, sir.
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