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Arthur Mastick Hyde (1877–1947) was the 35th Governor of Missouri and one of the most 
prominent Republican political figures in the state during the early twentieth century. Born in 
Princeton, Missouri, on July 12, 1877, Hyde came from a family deeply rooted in public service. 
His father, Ira B. Hyde, served in Congress, and his younger half-brother, Laurance M. Hyde, would 
later become Chief Justice of the Missouri Supreme Court.

Elected governor in 1920, Hyde took office in January 1921. His administration focused on 
modernization and governmental reform. He advocated restructuring state government, improving 
public education, expanding Missouri's highway system, strengthening conservation efforts, and 
professionalizing law enforcement. He also supported measures that expanded opportunities for 
women in public service following the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment.

Hyde governed during a turbulent era marked by social change, racial tension, Prohibition, labor 
unrest, and the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan throughout much of the nation. Missouri, like many 
states, struggled with racial violence and mob law. Hyde's administration confronted several 
incidents that tested the state's ability to maintain order and uphold the rule of law.

After leaving the governor's office in 1925, Hyde returned briefly to private law practice before 
achieving national prominence. In 1929 President Herbert Hoover appointed him United States 
Secretary of Agriculture, a position he held throughout much of the Great Depression. As 
secretary, Hyde faced collapsing farm prices, widespread agricultural distress, and growing 
ressure for federal intervention in rural America.

Following his service in Washington, Hyde remained active in civic, religious, and Republican 
Party affairs. A lifelong Methodist, he was known for his personal discipline, reserved demeanor, 
and belief in public service. Though respected as an able administrator and reform-minded 
governor, his legacy remains intertwined with one of the darkest events of his administration: the 
1923 lynching of James T. Scott in Columbia, Missouri.

Arthur M. Hyde died on October 17, 1947, at age seventy. He is remembered as a capable reform
governor whose career reflected both the ambitions and contradictions of early twentieth-century 
America.
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Governor Arthur M. Hyde enters the story as a man caught between principle, politics, and 
circumstance. At forty-five years old in 1923, Hyde is intelligent, methodical, and deeply 
conscious  of his public responsibilities. He is not a demagogue, nor is he a rabble-rouser. He 
believes in institutions. He believes in law. He believes that government exists to maintain order. 
Yet he  governs a state where public opinion can move faster than justice and where racial 
prejudice remains deeply embedded in civic life.

When word reaches Jefferson City that a mob is forming in Columbia around the James Scott 
case, Hyde is confronted with a nightmare scenario. He understands immediately what is at stake. 
If Scott is taken from the jail and lynched, the authority of the state itself will be challenged. 
The question is not merely whether one prisoner lives or dies. The question is whether Missouri is 
governed by law or by the crowd.

Historical records indicate that Hyde attempted to activate the Missouri National Guard and later 
defended the Guard's response, arguing that events unfolded too quickly to prevent the lynching. 
After Scott's murder, Hyde publicly condemned the act as an "infamous outrage," offered state 
assistance to local authorities, and expressed willingness to employ extraordinary measures if 
necessary. Yet these actions occurred after James Scott was dead.

In a film adaptation, Hyde should be portrayed as a sincere believer in the rule of law who 
discovers that institutions are only as strong as the people willing to enforce them. He is haunted 
by the knowledge that history will not remember the phone calls he made, the orders he issued, 
or the explanations he offered. History will remember only that a man was dragged from a 
Missouri jail,  hanged from a bridge, and murdered while Hyde was governor.

The tragedy of Arthur Hyde is that he may have done enough to satisfy the standards of politics, 
bureaucracy, and procedure, yet not enough to prevent catastrophe. He becomes a living 
embodiment of one of the film's central themes: good intentions and official authority are 
meaningless when they fail to stop injustice.
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Missouri's GOVERNOR (50, white, gray with glasses), stands at a 
podium. Seated behind are Henry Davis and Rubey Hulen. Facing the 
officials are a dozen reporters, photographers and onlookers, both 
black and white, including Vaughn. 

GOVERNOR 
And so we must provide our negro citizens opportunities equal to ours, 
legal protections equal to ours, and justice equal to ours. Assistant 
Attorney General Davis?
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